February 3, 2022

While we have worked diligently to pre-
pare, it will come at a steep price to our
community, our financial bottom line and
our officers’ wellbeing.

Preliminary budget numbers show this
trial could cost the City of Saint Paul $2 mil-
lion and up to an additional $2 million in
mutual aid costs for our East Metro part-
ners. These estimates cover items such as
training, equipment, protecting critical in-
frastructure and fencing, personnel costs,
and other needs that arise as a result of the
trial being held in our city.

With staffing levels critically low, per-
sonnel working during an ongoing pandemic,
and officers working a great deal of overtime
just to maintain minimum staffing levels,
having this federal trial in our city is an ex-
tremely heavy lift for our department.

I respectfully seek assistance from the
FY22 Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS)
funding bill to reimburse the City of Saint
Paul. It is our hope that this will ease the fi-
nancial strain that the upcoming federal
trial will place on our department.

The Saint Paul Police Department’s point
of contact for additional information is Dep-
uty Chief Stacy Murphy.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
TODD AXTELL,
Chief of Police.

ERIC FETROW
HON. JEFFERSON VAN DREW

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. VAN DREW. Madam Speaker, this
month, | had the pleasure of presenting Eric
Fetrow with his Eagle Scout Court of Honor.
Eric started out in Cub Scout Pack when he
was just 7 years old and then joined Boy
Scout Troop 7 when he was 11 years old. For
his Eagle Scout project, he made updates to
the Gabriel Memorial Baseball Fields in Gallo-
way, South Jersey, where he played baseball
for 10 years. Eric replaced the sign at the
field, as well as refurbished the flagpole. Cur-
rently, he attends Alderson Broaddus Univer-
sity, where he is majoring in business and
earned a scholarship to play on the lacrosse
team. Eric should be proud of his accomplish-
ments and it was an honor to have had the
opportunity to recognize him and | wish him
the best of luck in his future endeavors. God
Bless Eric and God Bless America.

BRYAN BRADFORD

HON. BETH VAN DUYNE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Ms. VAN DUYNE. Madam Speaker, on be-
half of a grateful Nation and the Citizens of
the Twenty-Fourth District of Texas, the 2021
Congressional Veteran Commendation is
hereby presented to Bryan Bradford, Spe-
cialist, United States Army, of Grapevine,
Texas for his honorable service in the Armed
Forces of the United States of America and for
his continued dedication to his community.

Mr. Bradford enlisted in the U.S. Army in
1989 and served until 1993 as a radio oper-
ator. Bradford was deployed to the Middle
East in 1991 as part of Operation Desert
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Storm during the Persian Gulf War. His deco-
rations include the Army Commendation
Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster in lieu of second
award, the Army Achievement Medal with Oak
Leaf Clusters in lieu of a third award, the
Good Conduct Medal, the Southwest Asia
Service Medal with bronze star denoting par-
ticipation in two campaigns, and the National
Defense Service Medal.

After leaving the Army, Mr. Bradford has
brought the same love he had for his country
and poured it into making his community a
better place. Mr. Bradford has worked as a
certified nutritionist, certified health coach and
has been the Chief Nutrition Officer at Sun-
flower Shoppe for 27 years, which has been a
service to the citizens of Colleyville and Fort
Worth by providing the means to live healthier
lifestyles.

Mr. Bradford’s career is marked with her-
oism and is consistent with the finest traditions
of the United States Army and reflects great
credit upon himself, the State of Texas, and
the United States of America.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
CORPORAL YSABEL ‘“MAC” ORTIZ

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the life of Corporal Ysabel
“Mac” Ortiz, who proudly served his country in
the Korean War and was missing in action for
70 years.

Corporal Ortiz was born in 1931 and raised
in El Monte, California. As a third generation
El Montean, he attended ElI Monte High
School before enlisting in the U.S. Army at the
age of 17. In 1950, Corporal Ortiz was de-
ployed to fight in the Korean War and was as-
signed to a M-19 anti-aircraft tank. His tank
took a direct hit on December 2, 1950, and his
remains were not found for 70 years. In Janu-
ary of 1954, Corporal Ortiz was posthumously
awarded the Purple Heart for making the ulti-
mate sacrifice for his country.

Although he was listed as missing in action,
his family never gave up hope that he would
someday return home and receive the hero’s
burial he so much deserved. In 2019, 55 cas-
kets containing the remains of American sol-
diers were returned to the United States after
a summit with North Korea, and DNA evi-
dence provided by Corporal Ortiz’s siblings
was instrumental in identifying his remains.
Over 70 years later, he finally made it home.

Corporal Ortiz is survived by his mother
Concha Ortiz (now deceased), his father
Ysabel M. Ortiz, Sr. (now deceased), his
brothers Harold Ortiz (now deceased) and
Jose Lucio Ortiz (now deceased), his sisters
Esmeralda “Chata” Ortiz Ureno (now de-
ceased) and Jennie Sanchez (now deceased),
his step-brothers Rudy Ortiz (now deceased),
Manuel Ortiz of El Monte, and Joe Ortiz of Ba-
kersfield, and step-sisters Rose Soto of West
Covina and Ana Sanchez of Murrieta,

Over the next 70 years, both Corporal Or-
tiz’s family and community would work to rec-
ognize his sacrifice and to ensure that his
memory lived on. Corporal Ortiz is recognized
on a bronze plaque honoring our nation’s war
dead at the ElI Monte Historical Museum, and
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his photo also hangs at the La Historia Mu-
seum/Museo de Los Barrios veterans’ exhibit
in El Monte. In 2022, a new 53-unit veterans
housing project developed by the Cesar Cha-
vez Foundation is scheduled to be opened in
El Monte and will be named Plaza Ortiz in
honor of Corporal Ortiz. The housing project
will include a monument with a mural and a
plaque to commemorate Corporal Ortiz's serv-
ice to our nation.

| extend my deepest sympathies to the fam-
ily and friends of fallen Corporal Ysabel “Mac”
Ortiz, and | would like to recognize the dedica-
tion and years of work shown by his family to
finally have Corporal Ortiz laid to rest with full
honors at Riverside National Cemetery in Cali-
fornia. | urge all my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Corporal Ortiz’'s ultimate sacrifice
for our Nation.

————

RECOGNIZING THE KERN COUNTY
BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Kern County Black Cham-
ber of Commerce on their 20th anniversary.

The Kern County Black Chamber of Com-
merce was founded in 2002 by Ali and
Earlena Morris. The Chamber’s work has pro-
vided opportunities for African American busi-
nesses to succeed. Their concentration of re-
sources on critical areas of business has as-
sured growth and sustainability for Kern Coun-
ty. In addition, the Kern County Black Cham-
ber of Commerce won the Chamber of the
Year award in 2008.

The Kern County Black Chamber of Com-
merce is committed to helping low- and mod-
erate-income communities  build  wealth
through establishing connections for members
and introducing them to information and re-
sources. They also support African American
students through their scholarship and youth
programs which provide participants an oppor-
tunity to explore into the world of business at
a young age.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the Kern County Black Chamber of
Commerce for their 20 years of service to the
Central Valley.

RECOGNIZING ROSS MALONE, JR.
ON HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. MO BROOKS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 3, 2022

Mr. BROOKS. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor an extraordinary Alabamian, on the
occasion of his 100th birthday, Mr. Ross Ma-
lone, Jr.

Ross Malone Jr. was born February 10th,
1922, to Ross Malone Sr. and Corine Bibb
Malone in Decatur, Alabama. When he was in
Junior High, his parents relocated to Louisville,
Kentucky for his fathers’ job at L&N Railway.
In 1941, Mr. Malone graduated from Central
High School in Louisville, KY.
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